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Scratch My Back and 
I'll Scratch Yours 
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I WANTED THINGS TO GO BACK TO 
HOW THEY WERE BUT I GUESS IT'S 
TOO LATE FOR THAT. 



















































I PUT A 
SMILE ON 
WHEN WE'RE 
TOGETHER... 































































I'D HAVE 
PREFERRED NO 
HUG AT ALL... 


I NEVER 
THOUGHT A 
HUG COULD 
BE SO DE¬ 
PRESSING. 


BUT MAYBE 
I WAS THE 
ONLY ONE 
ENJOYING IT. 


MAYBE HIRA- 
MASA-SAN 
WAS JUST 
GOING ALONG 
WITH IT FOR 
MY SAKE. 
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AND 

SO... 


...AFTER /I 
PERIOD OF 
CRYING FITS 
AND BOUTS 
OF SADNESS... 



...Mikuri got 
back to her 
smart-aleck 
old ways. 
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MAYBE THIS 
STUFF ISN'T 
ABOUT YOUR 
PARTNER AS 
MUCHAS IT'S 
ABOUT YOU. 
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AT THE 
END OF 
THE DAY, 
TO TRUST 
SOME¬ 
ONE... 


...IS SIMPLY 
TO TRUST 
YOUR OWN 
FEELINGS 
FOR THEM. 


IT DOESN'T MAT¬ 
TER HOW YOUR 
PARTNER FEELS 
ABOUT YOU... 


...WHICH ISN'T TO 
SAY THAT YOU 
SHOULD IGNORE 
THEM, BUT THAT 
YOU SHOULD BE 
TRUSTING AND 
RESPECTFUL OF 
THEM, REGARD¬ 
LESS. 




MAYBE THAT'S WHY. 
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THAT'S WHY I ALWAYS- 
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A. 
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KAZAM/-SAN 



SURE KNOWS 



HOW TO TREAT 

MW '^4 ^ 

...MAYBE I 
WOULDN'T 
HAVE TO 
CRY OVER 

A GIRL. IF I 

WERE WITH 

HIM... 


/'ll ■ \ a n 

EVERY LITTLE 


/i v |i 

THING. 


^ # 1 


































A COMMON ROMANCE PLOT 
IN MANGA AND ON TV IS 
FOR THE FEMALE LEAD TO 
HAVE NO CONFIDENCE IN 
HERSELF AT FIRST, BUT TO 
OPEN UP OVER TIME TO 
SOMEONE WHO LOVES HER 
FOR WHO SHE IS. 
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BUT... 



I'M ACTUALLY 
THE ONE WHO'S 
SUPPOSED TO GO 
ON TRUSTING THE 
GUY WHO DOESN'T 
TRUST ME! 
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SO DO I GIVE UP? 



JUST END IT HERE? 



WHAT DO I DO? 
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"WE NEED 
TO TALK"! HE 
SAID IT! 
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IF THAT HAPPENS, 
THEN I MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO GET MY 
OWN PLACE AS 
LONG AS HE'LL 
HIRE ME TO WORK 
THE SAME HOURS 
FOR HIM AS I DO 
FOR KAZAMI-SAN. 














































































I GUESS WHATEVER HAPPENS, HAPPENS. 













IT'S JUST A 
MATTER OF 
WHETHER I'M 
WILLING TO 
ACCEPT IT 
OR NOT 


.NOTHING'S GOING TO 
CHANGE HOW I FEEL 
ABOQT HIM. 
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GAH, 
WHAT A 
RELIEF! 
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AND HE'S NOT 
REACTING... 







































































































































































Seafaring Weather Always 
Conies Eventually 

























THIS REMINDS ME OF THE FIRST TIME I 
KISSED MIKURI-SAN. 


AFTER ALL, I'M 
NOT EXACTLY THE 
KIND OF GUY TO 
WHOM THOSE 
THINGS COME 
NATURALLY. 


LIKE, "I WHY 
AM I DOING 
THIS?" 


I SURPRISED 
MYSELF A 
LITTLE. 


AT THE 
TIME... 




...I JUST FELT 
THIS SENSE 
OF PEACE, 
KNOWING THAT 
SOMEONE I 
LIKED ALSO 
LIKED ME. 


I WAS SOME¬ 
HOW CONFIDENT 
THAT, WHATEVER 
HAPPENED, SHE 
WOULDN'T WANT TO 
PUSH ME AWAY. 


_ 
































OH... 


IS THAT 
WHAT 
THEY CALL 
TRUST? 


AND I WAS STARTLED TO FIND 
JUST HOW WILLING TO MAKE 
A MOVE LOVE CAN MAKE YOU. 
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WHAT IF ONE THING 
LED TO ANOTHER 
AND THAT LED TO 
DOING "IT"? 





WHAT SHOULD 
J DO? T HAVE 
ONE CONDOM, 
BUT IT WAS 
GIVEN TOME AS 
A FREE SAMPLE 
AT A CLUB A 
FRIEND OF MINE 
DRAGGED ME 
TO OVER TEN 
YEARS AGO. 
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LOOKING BACK, 
THAT MAY HAVE 
BEEN WHEN I FIRST 
STARTED THINKING 
ABOUT H/RAMASA- 
SAN THIS WAY. 


I DID SLEEP, 
IN THIS BED 
ALONE THAT 
ONE TIME. 
WHEN WAS 
THAT? 










































































THIS IS SO 
EXCITING, 
THOUGH. 






IT'S MAKING 
MY HEART BEAT 
FAST, BUT AT 
THE SAME TIME, 
I FEEL RELAXED. 
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I WONDER IF 
IT'S BECAUSE... 


...I CAN FEEL IN 
MY SKIN THAT 
HE ACCEPTS ME. 
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I DIDN'T EVEN 
WANT SEX, 
THOUGH! WHY 
IS THIS HAP¬ 
PENING P 





















































WHY IN THE 
WORLD AM 
I RUNNING 
ACROSS TOWN 
IN MY PAJAMAS 
IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE NIGHT P 



































LET'S TRY TO GO BACK OVER THINGS 
IN THE ORDER THEY HAPPENED. 
































mm % \ 



OH. 
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OH. 

BUT/ 


THIS ONE WAS ACTUALLY 
GIVEN TO ME OVER TEN 
YEARS AGO AS A FREE 
SAMPLE AT A CLUB A 
FRIEND OF MINE DRAGGED 
ME TO, SO I HONESTLY 
CAN'T BE SURE WHETH¬ 
ER IT WOULD ACTUALLY 
WORK OR IF IT'S GONE 
BAD OR SOMETHING. 
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GOP. 
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...AND WE GOT 
OURSELVES 
MORE EXCITED 
THAN EVER 
BEFORE. 

CAROUND THIS PART, MY MIND 
BAS/CALL Y GOES BLANK) 




WHY NOT? 








...I RAN OUT 
THE DOOR IN 
MY PAJAMAS. 






































I GUESS I'M SORT OF... 

...ALWAYS RUNNING AWAY. 


NOT THAT RUNNING AWAY IS 
NECESSARILY A BAD THING. 

ESPECIALL Y IF YOU'RE IN DANGER. 

THEN YOU SHOULD PROBABLY RUN 
AWAY AS QUICKLY AS YOU CAN. 




























































YOU CAN JUST FORGET ABOUT THEM 
IF YOU'RE NOT INTERESTED IN HAVING 
ANYTHING MORE TO DO WITH THEM... 


...BUT IF IT'S SOMEONE YOU 
CARE ABOUT, AREN'T YOU 
GOING TO HURT THEM P 
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...JUST WAITED 
ON MIKURI-SAN 
TO MAKE THE 
FIRST MOVE 


I'VE ALWAYS... 


I DO 
LOVE 
YOU. 









AND YET... 


...SHE NEVER GAVE UP ON ME. 
SHE JUST KEPT LOVING ME. 
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IF YOU ONLY RAN AWAY BECAUSE YOU WERE 
STARTLED OR DIDN'T KNOW WHAT TO DO... 



IF YOU DON'T WANT TO LET GO OF THE 
PERSON YOU'VE LEFT BEHIND... 













THEN I GUESS YOU HAVE TO CATCH 
YOUR BREATH, MAKE SURE YOU HAVE 
ANY NECESSARY SUPPLIES... 

...REEVALUATE THE SITUATION, 
AND GO BACK. 



EVEN IF YOU MESS UP, YOU SHOULD BE ABLE 
TO GO RETURN THEM OVER AND OVER AGAIN. 


THAT'S WHAT IT MEANS TO HAVE 
SOMEONE WHO ACCEPTS YOU. 





































































MIKURI-SAN. 
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GAAAH' 


NO, I'M 
AWAKE/ 
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THEN WE HELD 
EACH OTHER AGAIN 
AND LAY THERE. 
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...GOOD 

MORNING. 
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I WANT TO TOUCH YOU EVERYWHERE 
YOU'RE SOFTEST, ON YOUR BODY AND 
IN YOUR HEART. 



I THINK THAT'S WHAT CAN 
LOOSEN MY BODY WHERE IT'S 
TIGHTENED AND SOFTEN MY 
HEART WHERE IT'S HARDENED. 


ALL THOSE THINGS THAT 
I DON'T WANT ANYONE 
TO KNOW ABOUT... 


...EXCEPT NOW I WANT 
YOU TO KNOW THEM. 












I ENDED UP VERY LATE 
TO WORK THAT DAY. 
















Don't Knock It Till You've Tried It 
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AND HE MAY HAVE 
HIS PHONE OUT, BUT 
I DON'T THINK HE'S 
ACTUALLY DOING 
ANYTHING WITH IT. 



I MEAN, THAT SHOW 
HE'S GOT ON DOES 
NOT SOUND LIKE 
SOMETHING HE'D BE 
INTERESTED IN. 
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COME TO THINK OF IT, I 
THINK I HEARD SOMEWHERE 
THAT BETWEEN CUTE AND 
COOL, CUTE ALWAYS WINS, 
BECAUSE YOU STOP BEING 
COOL AS SOON AS YOU DO 
SOMETHING DORKY, BUT A 
CUTE PERSON IS CUTE NO 
MATTER WHAT THEY DO. 
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0 


CP 


SO WE SPENT ALL 
WEEKEND FOOLING ~ 

AROUND... QJ 

<39 


G? 
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IT'S LIKE... 

... THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN WORK 
AND OUR PRIVATE LIVES STARTED 
BREAKING DOWN THE MINUTE WE RE¬ 
ALIZED OUR FEELINGS WERE MUTUAL. 



iiiatiii 
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OR MAYBE I 
SHOULD SAY THAT 
ROMANCE IS EATING 
AWAY AT BOTH OUR 
WORK AND OUR 
PRIVATE LIVES. 
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I COULDN'T BRING 
MYSELF TO SAY THAT 
I DIDN'T HAVE THE 
TIME OR THE MONEY 
OR THAT IT WAS TOO 
INCONVENIENT. 


I WAS JUST 
SO GLAD 
TO SEE HIM 
SMILE. I 
WANTED TO 
MAKE HIM 
HAPPY. 
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I'M HAPPY.... 


I'M DOWNRIGHT 
CONTENT BUT... 
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YEAH, I ACTU¬ 
ALLY PROBABLY 
NEED TO SEE 
A DOCTOR 
ABOUT THAT. 


YOU KEPT 
SAYING IT WAS 
GONNA MAKE 
YOUR HAIR FALL 
OUT, REMEM- 


OH YEAH, THAT 
WAS A REAL 
MESS... FIXING 
THAT CRAP 
WASN'T EASY, 
Y'KNOW. 


HEY, 

HINO- 

SAN. 


YES, IT'S 
CERTAINLY 
BEEN A 
WHILE. 


LONG TIME 
NO SEE, 
AYA-CHAN. 


WOW, OH 
MY GOD/ HE 
IS REALLY 
GOOD-LOOKING 
IN REAL LIFE. 


OH, HEY. 
SORRY TO 
CALL YOU 
HERE ON 
SUCH SHORT 
NOTICE. 


YOU'RE 
THINKING 
OUT LOUD, 
AYA-CHAN. 
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THIS WOMAN... 


)l 
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HUH? 

































































MARRIAGE...! 


mm 

















































HIRAMASA- 

SAN. 

































































I'M 

soppy ' 


IF SOMETHING'S 
UP... 


...WE'VE JUST GOTTA TALK 
THROUGH IT TOGETHER 
INSTEAD OF FEELING DOWN 
ABOUT IT ALL BY OURS EL VES. 
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COME TO THINK OF IT, I STARTED OUT 
AS HIS MAID, AND THEN I BECAME HIS 
LIVE-IN "WIFE" AS A JOB. 


I GUESS THE 
CLOSEST WE 
CAME WAS 
OUR COMPANY 
OUTING/HONEY¬ 
MOON. 



SO WE'VE NEVER 
REALLY BOTH¬ 
ERED GOING OUT, 
EVEN THOUGH WE 
ENDED UP AC¬ 
TUALLY HAVING 
FEELINGS FOR 
EACH OTHER. 




GOP, HOW 
MANY YEARS 
HAS IT BEEN? 


DATES 
ARE SO 
NICE. 
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EVEN IF YOU ARE 
MARRIED, YOU CAN 
JUST TAKE THE 
RING OFF, THOUGH, 
SO I MEAN, IT 
SEEMS SORT OF 
POINTLESS AT THE 
END OF THE DAY. 















































BUT... 
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SO IN OTHER WORDS, 
THE OPTIONS ARE 
EITHER FOR YOU TO DO 
THE WORK AT A LOWER 
LEVEL OF QUALITY FOR 
FREE OR TO CONTINUE 
AS YOU HAVE BEEN 
DOING WHILE STILL 
GETTING PAID. 
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AWW, AND 
TALKING TO 
KAZAMI-SAN 
WAS ALWAYS 
SO FUN 


HE GAVE ME 
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NOT THAT I 
MIND GOING 
DUTCH... 


...BUT IT MAKES 
ME HAPPY TO 
BE TREATED 
LIKE HE THINKS 
I'M SPECIAL. 
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ACTUALLY, 
YEAH! Y'KNOW 
WHAT? WHO 
CARES ABOUT 
ANYTHING 
ELSE? .-A 


I LOVE 
HIRAMASA- 
SANf 








































H/RAMASA-SAN'S 
THIRTY-SEVEN, 
SO I GUESS WE 
ONLY HAVE THREE 
YEARS UNTIL 
HE'S FORTY... 
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BUT... 




...IREALLY CAN'T SAY 
THAT H/RAMASA-SAN'S 

WRONG EXACTLY. AFTER ALL, I THINK 

THAT'S HOW MOST 
PEOPLE DO THINGS. 






















BESIDES... 


I'M EXPECTING HIM 
TO PLAY THE ROLE 
OF "THE MAN" IN 
THIS RELATIONSHIP, 
SO OF COURSE HE 
EXPECTS ME TO 
PLAY “THE WOMAN." 


AND I WAS 
HAPPY TO 
HAVE HIM 
TREAT ME TO 
DINNER. 


I WAS HAPPY 
TO HAVE HIM 
BUY A RING 
FOR ME. 


IN LIGHT OF 
THAT, HOW AM 
I SUPPOSED TO 
DEMAND THAT 
HE PAY ME 
ACCORDING TO 
MY WORK P 



















































I MEAN, I 
LOVE YOU. 



I DON'T WANT 
TO MAKE YOU 
DISLIKE ME BY 
COMPLAINING 
TOO MUCH. 
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HINO-SAN TOLD ME 
THAT GOING AFTER 
YOU WOULD BE ASKING 
FOR TOO MUCH, SINCE 
YOU'RE GOOD-LOOKING, 
MAKE DECENT MONEY, 
AND ARE YOUNGER 
THAN ME. 



































































































...YOU'RE NO 
GOOD AT SUP¬ 
PORTING OTHERS 
OR AT LETTING 
THEM SUPPORT 
YOU, ARE YOU? 


Y'KNOW.. 


SOMETHING 
TELLS ME YOU 
MIGHT LIKE 
BONDING WITH 
SOMEONE 
OVER EXACTLY 
THAT. 
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Special Thanks to 


Mio Hase, 

my family and friends, 
Kamakura-san, 

Murakami-san, 

Komuro-san, 

everyone who cooperated with my interviews, 


and YOU! 


With Love,Tsunami 
Umino, 2015 

You can follow my work at this blog! 
http://uminotsunami.seesaa.net/ 


Afterword 

This is my forty-second tanKobon. 

My, hoW for I’ve cornel 

Since X made a. dot point out of piramasa!s middle-a9ed vanity, X 
9ot to thinKing -that: X'd eventually have to show how he lost It when 
X saw a review in a men's magaXine Where -the author said they 
Were looKin9 forward -to seein9 that* althou9h it Wasn't somethin9 X 
9ave much thought to at first. 

Personalty, X find the Whole thin9 partly funny and partly realty 
touchin9. Vlhat do you thinK? 

And by the same strode that X've introduced foolin9 around into the 
man90b this has become a story that will be about marriage and WorK 
from here on out. X hope you'll sticK With me till the end- 

Also, this year, X Won the thirty-ninth annual Kodansha Manga 

Award- 

In the past, When Batten GinKa Was nominated, X hadn't been 
&Mectin9 it since it hadn't sold all that Well or anything, but X 9ot 
pretty excited to see What the Jud9es Would have to say about it. 

Bui it turned out they didn't even touch on my WorK in their 
comments, so X ended up pretty embarrassed Over how much X 
had Worried about What they Would thinK- 

So x didn’t let myself 9et too WorKed up about 9ettin9 
nominated this time, but then X Won. Readin9 over the Jud9es‘ 
comments, X started thinKin9 about last time and 9ot overwhelmed 
With emotion. 

X Was auite content to 9et to see so many people X'd missed and 
be congratulated so much at the award ceremony. 

X've never married, but X thinK that Was a happier occasion than 
a Weddin9. 

At the after-party, Satoru piura-sensei said to me, "You may not 
be youn9, Xsunamin, but there are a lot of people Who are 9oin9 to 
be encoura9ed by you Winnin9 this award at your a9e." Maybe she's 
right. 

Many talented people start 9ettin9 a lot of attention not lon9 after 
their debut, but X started at eighteen and have never made anything 
that Was a real hit or been allowed to do any lon9-running serials. 

X feel HKe X‘v& only made it this far by canning out a little niche for 
myself. 


Lately* X Was wonderin9 what might have happened to me if X had 
9ctten married in my twenties. 

X Wasn't 9ettin9 much WorR bacK then, so it X'd 9ctten married and 
had Kids, maybe X Would have aut my Job. 

Either that, or maybe X'd be tellin9 different Kinds of stories than X 
do noW- 

Whatever choice X made, in the end, X thinK X'd probably still be 
living my life With all the urS and downs that implies. 

that maKes me thinK that, instead of re9rettin9 What you could have 
done, you have to live each day of the present to its fullest. 

X've Just been steadily WorKing at What X thinK is fun and 
interesting for twenty-siR years. Receiving a prize now, X feel 
sort of HKe X'm bein9 bid, "Good Jobl" 

On the other hand, X haven't made it to the end yet, so X'd HKe to 
Keep doing the very best X possibly can until X do. 

Ely body's been getting weaKer over time, and it's 9otten to the 
roint Where X can't rush myself liKe X used to. 

Especially lately, X can't eat all that much. Xf X 9et a little full, it 
hurts bo much b try to fit anything more in. 

Xh—this is What it's liRe to 9et oldl 

Xt's the pain of not being able to eat something even if it looKs 
delicious. 

X'm not in a position to eat things -that X'm not edited about. And 
that doesn't Just 9o for food, either. 

As much as X can, X intend to go the places X Want to go, to eat the 
things X Wont to eat, to see the people X Want b see. X'm not 9oing 
to Just Wear whatever. X'm 9oin9 to wear the clothes that 
X'm edited about wearing. 

that Way, X can maKe each average day of my life seem a little 
special. 

Xhe same 9oes for cooKing. UKe if X thinK about how X'm 9oin9 
to barbecue some ribs the neyt day, X start 9ettin9 pumped the day 
before. 

But X've been pushing myself a little bit lately despite my lacK of time. 

that's why X'm begging you to give me some time off, 
Editor-in-Chief. 

Anyway, X hope you’re looKin9 forward to Where thin9S 
go from here! 





HAVING ACCEPTED HIRAMASA'S 
PROPOSAL, MIKURI IS GETTING 
UNEASY ABOUT HER HOUSEKEEPING 
BECOMING NOT A JOB ANYMORE 
DUE TO THEIR MARRIAGE... 
PLUS, IS IT FINALLY TIME FOR A BIG 
DECISION?/ 




COMING SOON' 


































Honey ghosting, page 22 
[22.3] 

This joke was originally a pun. The word Hiramasa origi¬ 
nally used was the slang term sukisake (literally, “avoiding 
what you like.” The dish depicted here is sukiyalci, and the 
legs represent a character named Sukekiyo from the 1976 
film adaptation of Seishi Yokomizo’s novel The Inugami 
Clan. Sukekiyo’s corpse is found in a lake with both legs 
sticking out as depicted here. This scene is fairly well 
known, as it appeared on posters for the movie. 

Seafaring Weather Always Comes Eventually, page 33 

[33.1] 

This expression is similar in meaning to “Good things 
come to those who wait.” It’s derived from the fact that, 
even if the weather is too rough for sailing today, more 
favorable conditions will inevitably come around if you 
simply wait long enough. 


Don’t Knock It Till You’ve Tried It, page 91 
[91.11 

A more literal translation of the proverb that is this 
chapter’s title would be, “Judge a horse by riding it; judge 
a person by getting close to them.” This expression was 
originally aimed at encouraging people to get married, 
suggesting that they couldn’t really get to know each other 
without first getting as close as possible. 

Laundry and rainy days, page 104 

[104.1] 

Mikuri can’t do laundry while it’s raining because she 
would need to put the clothes outside to dry, as is typical 
in Japan. 




Seafaring Weather Always 
Comes Eventually 





Painting teeth black, page 129 

[129.2] 

At various points in Japanese history, there has existed a 
custom of women painting their teeth black to indicate 
maturity or marriage. This practice, known as ohaguro, 
fell out of favor in the late nineteenth century during the 
Meiji period. 
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